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Grove City Community Library Unattended Minor Policy 

 

Purpose 

The Grove City Community is committed to providing a welcoming, safe environment for 

patrons of all ages. While every effort is made to ensure a safe and comfortable environment, the 

library is a public facility and is not equipped to provide childcare or assume responsibility for 

the supervision of minors. 

Responsibility for Minors 

• Parents, guardians, and caregivers are responsible for the safety, behavior, and 

supervision of their children while on library premises. 

• The Library does not act in loco parentis (in place of a parent). 

• Staff members are not responsible for supervising unattended minors. 

Age Guidelines 

1. Children Ages 12 and under 

o Must be accompanied and directly supervised by a parent, guardian, or 

responsible caregiver (age 18 or older) at all times while in the library. 

o Caregivers must remain in the building and maintain visual contact of children 

ages 12 and under at all times while in the library. 

2. Children Ages 13-17 

o May use the library unattended for a reasonable period of time, provided they 

are able to care for themselves appropriately.  Library staff determines what is 

considered a “reasonable period of time.” 

o May not gather in groups of more than two while using the library. 

o Must have contact information for a responsible adult and know how to reach 

them. 

o Must follow the library’s behavior policy. 

o Parents and guardians are legally responsible for their children’s behavior, even in 

their absence. 

Library Programs 

1. Generally, children and youth library sponsored programs require adults who do not 

attend the program with the minor to remain in the library and return to the program area 

by the end of the program.  A limited number of library sponsored children and youth 

programs will allow adults to leave the library premises during the program.  In these 

instances, library staff will communicate this directly to parents and caregivers. 
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Closing Time 

• All minors must be picked up prior to closing time. 

• Staff is not permitted to remain after hours with an unattended minor or give an 

unattended minor a ride home. 

• If a child age 17 and under is not picked up within 15 minutes of closing, staff will 

attempt to contact a parent or guardian. 

• If a responsible adult cannot be reached, local law enforcement will be contacted to 

ensure the child’s safety. 

Emergencies 

In the event of an emergency (e.g., building evacuation, severe weather, medical issue), staff will 

assist minors as appropriate but cannot assume long-term responsibility. 

Disruptive or Unsafe Behavior 

• Unattended minors who violate the library’s behavior policy may be asked to leave. 

• Staff will attempt to contact a parent or guardian if needed. 

Compliance 

• Failure to comply with this policy may result in one or more of the following actions: 

o Initial Warning: An unaccompanied minor will receive a verbal warning from 

library staff and a copy of our Unattended Minor Policy and Behavior Policy 

o 1st Offense: The unaccompanied minor will be asked to leave the library for the 

remainder of the day. 

o 2nd Offense: The unaccompanied minor will be banned from the property for one 

month. 

o 3rd Offense: The unaccompanied minor will be banned from the property for one 

year. 

 


